A personal information resource
The availability of reliable and accurate information concerning the treatment of a patient or for research when preparing to write a scientific publication is essential for all otolaryngologists. The computerized search of scientific literature, initially thought to be an excellent resource, has so far proven to offer only a recent (since 1964) and superficial review, primarily of commonly known information. For this reason, each physician must develop a method for identifying the most knowledgeable experts in his/her field who can provide the required information instantly by telephone or steer the doctor seeking the information to another source. I personally have used this method throughout my career, since my residency at the Mayo Clinic and my exposure to my friend and teacher Henry Lane Williams, MD, a great scholar and bibliophile.
The person who can provide such information is extremely intelligent, devoted to his chosen specialty, has himself written a large number of papers, and has had a personal driving desire to master the specialty. Such a person was Prof. Dr. med.
Hans-Joachim Denecke of Heidelberg, Germany. A tribute to him appears in this month's EAR, NOSE & THROAT JOURN AL.
Prof. Denecke had an outstanding know ledge of the world's ENT literature. On our first meeting we discussed the treatment of aspiration from pharyngeal paralysis with large glomus jugulare tumors. He told me of a pharyngectomy operation he had devised to excise the denervated mucosa. The technique was able to provide success. For more than 20 years I would look forward to seeing Prof. Denecke during my frequent trips to Germany, and I would save up difficult-to-answer questions to ask him. I could always count on his having the answer, with a CUlTent or ancient reference. On the unusual occasion when he could not instantly quote the reference, date, and publication, he would send me a letter within two weeks with the reference and a detailed description of the condition.
